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When we explore, we discover; when we discover, we grow. Explore the
World and broaden your horizons with new cultures, sights, and

experiences.

Unforgettable memories that last a lifetime
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Gayther is one of the trading names for Ovester Limited. Ovester Limited controls the copyright and other
intellectual property rights concerning the Gayther Travel Guides ("guides"). The guides are provided to you free of
charge in which you are permitted to download, store and print the guides for your personal and business use. You
are not permitted to reproduce or make a profit from selling the guides or any other purpose except as permitted
by the UK Copyright, Design and Patents Act 1988 without the prior permission of Ovester Limited.

Many images are compiled using royalty-free or paid resources such as Pixabay, Shutterstock, and Envato. For a
complete list of sources, visit https://gayther.com/general/sources/

All of the phrases and terms used in this document are literal translations and have not been validated or verified
by a native speaker. All of the illustrations and terms have been designed to support and aid conversations, as well
as common phrases and terms related to travel. The Gayther Travel Guides are designed for illustrative purposes
only and do not constitute advice as they do not consider your personal circumstances or situations.

You acknowledge and understand that the guide is governed and subject to Gayther's General Terms and
Conditions and by downloading or viewing the Travel Guides you agree to them. To read the full general terms and
conditions, visit https://gayther.com/general-terms/.

Though we have endeavoured to ensure that all of the information used is up-to-date, we do not provide any
guarantees to the accuracy and completeness of any information contained within the guides. By using the guides,
you accept you are doing so at your own risk.
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m FOREWORD

The Gayther Travel guides are designed to support people from the global
community; however, they are not exclusively LGBTQIA+ guides as they contain
colourful illustrations, helpful information and tips, making them the perfect travel
companion for everyone, allies, friends, and anyone looking to explore the world,

regardless of their sexuality or gender identity.

The community-inspired information, which is tailored for each and every country
and forms part of the travel guides, has become even more important, as today,
countless LGBTQIA+ individuals face daily obstacles and challenges, from targeted
persecution to societal exclusion. Though the movement for equality has seen
mMany countries become more tolerant and inclusive over the years, some are
undoing hard-fought progression and reversing inclusive legislation, all reinforcing
that there is still a clear and ever-present risk for LGBTQIA+ people while travelling

overseas.

Knowing all of the risks is essential whenever we travel: that is why it is important
to research all the places we plan to visit, especially around any treatment we
might receive or laws we might be subjected to during our trip. Remember, when
yOu Visit a country or region, regardless of where you are from, you will be subject

to the local laws, attitudes, treatment and behaviours of everyone living there.

Ultimately, these guides will provide you with all the essential information, tips,
and areas to research further, underpinned by the primary objective of keeping

you safe and ensuring you have a fun and memorable trip.
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@8 SAN MARINO

(pronounced - san maa-riy-now | seen Mma'rinay)

LGBTQIA+ travel discretion is advised. Though it is not illegal to identify as LGCBTQIA+ or engage in

same-sex relationships, it is always recommended that you carry out independent research before

travelling.

@ CAPITAL:

San Marino

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides

OFFICIAL NAME: Republic of San Marino

DEMONYMS: Sammarinese, San Marinese, European

San Marino is part of the Southern Europe region in the continent of Europe.
San Marino is believed to have been named after Saint Marinus. It isin the
Northern hemisphere and is 61.2 square kilometres in size. The primary
language spoken is Italian, the capital city is San Marino and the main

currency used is the Euro.

REGION;

Southern Europe

@ HEMISPHERE::

Northern

Copyright © 2024 Ovester Limited. All rights reserved
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02 REGION

THE LOCAL NAMES OF ALL THE COUNTRIES WITHIN THE REGION

island -

Eesti o

Danmark§

Nederland |
Nederlan ;

United Kingdom | Y Deyrnas Unedig |
Rioghachd Aonaichte | Riocht Aontaithe

Channel Islands | Tles Anglo-Normandes | fles d'la Manche»""‘

uja | Srbija

ocoBo | Kosova

® Buarapusa | Bulgariya
) . o Ciyit‘\iaticana ali

Espafa | Espanya | Espainia 4 Bosni | Hercogaed|

Malta e CrnaGora *




Noowe i orher \Mx%u.a,%cs

learn the literal translations of the country's name in twelve of the most popular languages

o ] ENGLISH San Marino X HEBREW »

L[S — 01N

— . —

o SPANISH San Marino s HINDI 7 A

I I FRENCH Saint-Marin — DUTCH San Marino

- GERMAN San Marino n PORTUGUESE San Marino

MANDARIN e VL I RUSSIAN CaH-MapuHo
ARABIC w0 elyesug @® JAPANESE  HU3U/

© cAPITAL SAN MARINO
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@ LANGUAGES:

[talian

TIMEZONE:

UTC+1 hour

Q ELECTRICITY:

Volts: 230

Hertzz 50

® ELECTRICAL PLUGS

QK ESSENTIALS

Division: 100 cents

[9 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS APPLIES:

Yes

% TELEPHONE DIALLING CODE:

+378
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0% CREETINGS

HI HOW ARE YOU?

ciao (italian) come stai? (italian)

GOOD MORNING I'M GOOD, AND YOU?
GREETINGS

buongiorno (italian sto bene, e tu? (italian L
9 ( ) ' ( ) saluti (italian)

GOOD AFTERNOON WHAT IS YOUR NAME?

buon pomeriggio (italian) come ti chiami? (italian)
""""""" HOW TO USE

All the translated terms are
LITERAL TRANSLATIONS

and are designed to

GOOD NIGHT MY NAME IS ...
E communicate key terms !
E and phrases. i
buona notte (italian) il mio nome ¢ ... (italian) : ;
i . show and i
i of POINT at the
i required term E
WELCOME NICE TO MEET YOU
benvenuto (italian) piacere di conoscerti (italian) PRONOUNCE
i a term based == i
' — 0 ]
i onthe ~=o i
i spelling E
GOODBYE DO YOU SPEAK ENGLISH?
addio (italian) parli inglese? (italian)

S W
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LGBTQIA+ TRAVEL CHECKLIST

The travel guide checklist has been created to highlight key areas LGBTQIA+
travellers should consider when travelling overseas. Once you have checked out

the relevant point, you can mark the box with a tick.

PLEASE NOTE: The list is not exhaustive;, you are advised to carry out your

WHENEVER YOU V
COMPLETE A TASK

ESTABLISH THE LGBTQIA+ EQUALITY
STATUS

independent research before travelling.

always advisable. The equality status is a metric representing

’ *. Looking into and establishing the country's equality status is

O the views and how it treats its local LGBTQIA+ community.

See page 16 for the current status

OTHER TRAVELLERS EXPERIENCES

Before travelling, it is always advisable to read reviews, connect
4 O with people, and establish the experiences of all those who live

within or have visited your chosen destination. There are many

WeYiRteReelalalstal LSsing services such as Trip Advisor, Gayther

Affinity, Reddit, etc

FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVICE

Review your country's foreign affairs advice service for your

chosen destination. Most countries provide guidance to their
citizens concerning travelling to specific countries or regions.

The advice is typically related to your country's status regarding

diplomatic relationships, conflicts in the area and more.

— 0_
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cont.. 05 | LGBTQIA+ TRAVEL CHECKLIST

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE

If travelling to a country or region that scores moderate or lower

within the LGBTQIA+ Equality status, it is always advisable to
establish the contact details for your country's embassy, high
==
:

S commission or consulate in all areas you plan to visit.
Embassies are typically larger and well-staffed and offer a

range of consular services. High Commissions are the
embassies of a Coommonwealth country located within another
commonwealth country. Consulates are generally smaller,
offering fewer services. The size and scale of the overseas
representative office can also be used to gauge the level of
support they can offer.

TRAVEL INSURANCE

When travelling overseas, obtaining some form of travel

insurance is often mandatory, if not advised. When travelling
to higher-risk regions or areas, it is possible to purchase a travel

policy which includes some form of legal protection should the

worst case happen. When searching for travel insurance, it is
important to review what is included within the cover, any
exclusions, and how to make a claim (if needed).

ENTRY RULES AND REQUIREMENTS

Before travelling to any country, it is always advisable to

establish all of the rules of entry, whether there are any visa
requirements or any items prohibited by customs and excise,

to avoid any problems upon arrival. If travelling to multiple

regions and countries, items permitted in one country might
not be allowed in another. If a visa is required, you might need
to obtain it before you arrive in the country.

MAKING CONNECTIONS AND NETWORKING

When arriving in a new country or area, if you plan to connect
Q:] with the locals, you should consider researching what apps and

services people tend to use, especially those many consider

safe. Some apps and services are known to be used in scams

and to entrap the local community, so reaching out to people
living within the places you are visiting can help you avoid
potential problems.

— @_
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,.& DISCOVER GAYTHER

Gayther is an online service home to one of the world's largest current and
relevant LGBTQIA+ information collections. Tools and guides designed to be fun
and easy to use, all within a platform offering positive content to inform,
showcase, and connect the global community and its allies. Home to a wide
range of free services, including hundreds of detailed LGBTQIA+ travel guides,

fun and games, articles and a dedicated social network known as Gayther Affinity.

Gayther has

and
all the key states, provinces and regions worldwide. The
travel guides provide information specific to the community

and essential travel information that benefits all. These

include 35 useful phrases and terms in over 100 languages,
weather information for over 1,200 locations worldwide, and
details relating to seasons, heatmaps and average

temperatures.

COMMUNITY NEWS & ARTICLES

Gayther developed the news and article service to

ElaElellSlcommunity members and their friends to share|
opinions and experiences first-handiielellei:-lgle

themes that are current and relevant to the community

give a real insight into the lives of those telling the

stories. The articles are written by all types of people,
from those with a media background to those with no
writing experience. Anyone can submit an article to
Gayther; however, all are subject to the site's guidelines

and policies.




COMMUNITY INDICES

The movement for equality has come a long way over
the years; however, there is still a long way to go. Each
= year
living within any

given country. The indices assess the various rules,

B,
2,

K]
regulations, treatments in place, and any developments
throughout the year to summarise the current status of

how a particular country treats its local LGBTQIA+
community members.

PRIDE IN SERIES

The LGBTQIA+ community has a long history of

struggle, triumph, and an ongoing movement to call .
for equal treatment everywhere around the world. C@
Gayther felt it was important to showcase and ’E:HJ\QQD
highlight the many groups that form the global -
community, providing information and a source of -
pride for those who identify. Gayther's Pride in Series

sFNnine dedicated guides relating to sexualities, si
guides relating to gender identities and six relating to|

Slelciel=l eltelliois. Gayther's Pride in series contains over
140 images, 24 icons, 28 flags and 21 colour charts.

Discover the World

WITH GAYTHER AND VISIT

https://gayther.com



https://gayther.com
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LGBTQIA+ RIGHTS AND PROTECTION IN|

2024

SAN MARINO

SOUTHERN EUROPE a
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m LGBTQ

Likely to currently have

Issues

IA+ STATUS

MEDIUM-HIGH

Countries classified as medium-high are considered generally safe but may have minor issues. Many of the counties will

have some progressive laws protecting the LGBTQIA+ community. Counties that have decriminalised or have never

criminalised same-sex relationships and have some or no anti-discrimination laws in place.

LGBTQIA+ TRAVELLERS

Visitors and travellers to countries categorised as medium-
high might not experience some form of discrimination or
negative attitudes due to their sexuality or gender
identities. Experiences and perspectives will be higher in
cities than in rural and less populated areas. Community
smartphone apps should be safe, and public displays of

affection will be less likely to be accepted.

Q@ SAME-SEX ILLEGAL:

No

i LGBTQIA+ POPULATION

c.887

LIKELY ATTITUDES TOWARD THE COMMUNITY

Countries categorised as medium-high will likely see
improvements in society and the country regarding
LCBTQIA+ identities, especially in cities and populated
areas. Acceptance levels may be lower in rural areas and

remoter regions.

LGBTQIA+ Equality Status Last Updated: May 31, 2024

0.0 MAXIMUM PENALTY

None

LGBTQIA+ DOLLAR

c14.7 million

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides

Copyright © 2024 Ovester Limited. All rights reserved.



The Gayther Equality Index focuses on the LGBTQIA+ community's global status, rights and legal treatment.
The index is compiled by reviewing and categorising the many rules and laws that directly affect and impact
the community. Categories and areas include same-sex legal status, the right to marry, anti-discrimination

laws and other key metrics.

How can the LCGBTQIA+ Equality Status help visitors and travellers?

The LGBTQIA equality index + indicates how well a country treats its citizens and the local community. Though
many issues individuals face within a country, such as the right to marry or adopt, will not affect visitors or
travellers, it helps to gauge attitudes. Countries where LGBTQIA+ identities are more widely accepted within
society tend to have more progressive laws. Laws, especially in democratically elected governments, are
typically driven and implemented based on consensus and high approval rates amongst most citizens. Where
countries score lower on the equality scale, the LGBTQIA+ community will likely face hostility, including visitors
and travellers to that country, unless they are discrete. Ultimately, the index is a great indicator; however, it is
not the only one that can affect someone's travel experience. Research must be carried out when planning to
travel to a particular area or region to ensure that there are no problems, such as extreme weather, outbreaks

of diseases or violence.

IMPORTANT: This section has been created to provide general and basic understandings regarding LGBTQIA+
global rights and treatments. It is essential that before travelling, you independently establish information
relating specifically to your requirements and circumstances. If you are unsure or concerned about your safety
regarding visiting a specific destination, it is advisable to consult with your country's foreign office, which will

provide advice and guidance regarding destinations around the world.

(5') RECOGNITION OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGES (i"g RECOGNITION OF SAME-SEX UNIONS
No Yes

E— ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS [N

— _—

GENDER RECOGNITION

Yes (extensive laws in place) No
@ AGE OF CONSENT (ESTIMATED) A AGE OF CONSENT (LGBTQIA+)
18 Equal

@ CONVERSION THERAPY BANNED

No

wide st M«A'\w%
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O¥A LGCBTQIA+ TERMS

ASEXUAL

asessuale (italian)

BISEXUAL

bisessuale (italian)

COMMUNITY

comunita (italian)

GAY

gay (italian)

GENDER RELATED

relativo al sesso (italian)

INTERSEX

intersex (italian)

LESBIAN

lesbica (italian)

NON-BINARY

non binario (italian)

QUEER

queer (italian)

QUESTIONING

interrogare (italian)

SEXUALITY

sessualita (italian)

TRANSGENDER

transgender (italian)

LGBTQIA+

Igbtgia+ (italian)

r——

All the translated terms are
LITERAL TRANSLATIONS
and are designed to
communicate key terms

and phrases.

show and
olm POINT at the

required term

PRONOUNCE
a term based + ==
on the -Jo

spelling

_________________________________________
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN
LGBTQIA+ TRAVELLER?

Over the years, the world has become a lot more accessible, with travel costs and fares
drastically lower than what they were in the 1960s and a wide range of affordable
transport options, all of which have resulted in more people being able to travel
thousands of miles to explore far away countries and take in new cultures and
experiences.

With the newfound freedom and a booming tourism industry, the LCBTQIA+
community has become a significant contributor to the global travel industry, with
many individuals taking multiple trips worldwide each year. The rise in popularity of
overseas travel also highlights and raises concerns about what travellers should expect
and their overall safety during their visit. With this in mind, let us explore what it means
to be an LGBTQIA+ traveller.

1| TREATED DIFFERENTLY

The first and one of the most important pointsis that how
a country treats tourists will be different from how those
residing and living within that country are treated. Tourism
is one of the many key drivers of any economy, and most
governments and regimes want to ensure that their
country is seen as a safe and viable travel destination to
attract more tourists.

Though the local LGBTQIA+ community might be
mistreated and targeted by legislation and hostile societal
attitudes, how LGBTQIA+ tourists are treated will often be
different. Typically, with some discretion, a trip to a country,
even one low on the equality scale, would likely go off
without any incidents or problems; however, that does not
mean it is risk-free.

Whenever you travel overseas, regardless of your nationality, you are subject to that
country's laws and judicial system when you enter any given country.

"How a country treats tourists will differ from the residents and those living within

that country."

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides
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2| BIG CITIES AND SMALL TOWNS

When visiting any country or region, your overall
experience will likely be different depending on the area
and when and where you visit. Larger cities tend to be
more accepting and tolerant traditionally than smaller
towns and villages, and areas with larger populations will
generally be used to diversity and different types of tourists
visiting their local area.

Many rural and off-the-beaten-track communities,
especially those not used to tourism, will often welcome
visitors due to their culture and customs and, in part, being
intrigued by their foreign guests. When planning, it is
always advisable to understand where you are visiting and
any likely treatment you might receive.

3| PUBLIC DISPLAYS AND PERCEPTIONS

In many countries, even those with strict anti-
discrimination laws, public displays of affection can be
frowned upon. Holding hands, kissing, exposing parts of
your body or nudity in public, such as on beaches,
regardless of your sexuality or gender identity, can cause
problems.

In some Middle Eastern countries, kissing in public,
whether you are straight or gay, is seen as a violation of
public decency and hugging a person in public;
specifically someone who is the opposite sex and
unrelated to you, is against the law.

Stereotypes and perceptions of an individual can also cause problems, especially
regarding how a person might be treated; however, most often, they are not a cause for
concern when it comes to law enforcement.

It is important to note if you happen to visit a country that has criminalised same-sex
relationships, should you disclose to anyone, especially a public official, that you identify
as LCTBQIA+, you could be committing a crime in that country and face prosecution.

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides

Copyright © 2024 Ovester Limited. All rights reserved




4 | LOCAL LAWS AND ATTITUDES

When you travel overseas, the moment you enter a new
country or region, you are subject to its laws, regardless of
whether you agree with them. Tourists do not get a free
pass or special treatment, and if the local laws are
infringed, you will likely be prosecuted or fined, no matter
how ridiculous the rules might be.

When travelling, even to popular travel destinations,
especially ones that do not score high on the equality
index, it is worthwhile to search the web to see what laws
might affect you. If the risks are too high, you should
reduce your time in that country or look for suitable, safer
alternatives.

The overall acceptance of the cormmmunity has been increasing worldwide; however, how
you are treated can differ depending on where and when you visit, so bear that in mind

when planning your trip.

5| SIZE AND TYPES OF ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation providers, especially those who provide
lodgings on a large scale, will often be adept at handling
different types of customers from across the globe. In
countries where same-sex relationships are considered
illegal, it is not unusual for your booking to be changed
from a double to a twin room.

Often, in larger chains and groups of hotels within that
country, they will ask if you prefer a twin or double room,
and your answer will most likely not cause any problems.
Smaller accommodation providers will more often be
welcoming and provide a great overall experience;
however, if you are concerned about your stay, you could
contact your host before booking.

Remember, if the country has criminalised same-sex relationships, disclosing your
sexuality or gender identity to anyone is not advisable.

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides
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When travelling, it is also important to remember that a country's government and the
people are often very different. Even though the government might have strict and
oppressive laws, it does not mean everyone in that country agrees with them or views
members of the community in the same way. The simple reality is that in every country
around the world, there are people who identify as LGBTQIA+: however, many are often
forced to conceal or suppress their identity due to fear of persecution.

When visiting an area, especially one known to have a poor track record when it comes
to LGBTQIA+ safety and equality, it is vital you carry out research. Discretion and avoiding
guestions regarding your sexuality or identity might ensure you can visit more extreme
destinations without any incident; however, it is also vital that you remember that when
you Visit a country, regardless of where you are from, you are subject to that country's
laws and treatment. Confirming your identity to the locals would confirm their beliefs
and assumptions, which could inadvertently result in your confessing to a crime within
that country. On the flip side, a country that is seen as high within the LCBTQIA+ equality
scale also does not mean that everyone is welcoming and friendly; however, it does
mean that you have protection under their laws, mainly if anti-discrimination and same-
sex recognition laws exist.

When we travel and explore the world, we open ourselves to new experiences and
cultures. It helps to improve our knowledge of its people and cultures and ultimately
provides a greater understanding of empathy. Though travelling to new destinations
may seem daunting, especially when news concerning the community is seen as
hostile, finding other people's experiences and ways to protect yourself in that country
can often help you prepare and plan to ensure your trip goes smoothly. Exploring and
being inquisitive is both a privilege and a fundamental human right, as well as
something that is ingrained and encoded in all of us, regardless of our sexuality or
gender identity.

Travel sw&:c\{ and vJ'\sc\{ and w\*\v\,\u\’e\{ enjoy cy:\?\or'\w% Ahe world,
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ENUMBERS

au W @5

zero (italian) uno (italian) due (italian)

] 7w
O O

cinque (italian) sei (italian) sette (italian)

20

TWENTY
dieci (italian) venti (italian)

i | '
| I :
1 | ]
| | i
i . |

FIFTY SIXTY SEVENTY

cinquanta (italian) sessanta (italian) settanta (italian)

o~ T~

tre (italian) quattro (italian)

TRy, o &

otto (italian) nove (italian)

40

THIRTY FORTY

trenta (italian) guaranta (italian)

EIGHTY NINETY

B
B

ottanta (italian) novanta (italian)
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)
000

HUNDRED THOUSAND MILLION BILLION
centinaio (italian) mille (italian) milioni (italian) miliardi (italian)
NUMBER CLOCK TIME
numero (italian) orologio (italian) tempo (italian)
MORNING AFTERNOON
mattina (italian) pomeriggio (italian)

S,

12 HOUR CLOCK 24 HOUR CLOCK

orologio 12 ore (italian) orologio 24 ore (italian)

QUARTER PAST HALF PAST QUARTER TO

e un quarto (italian) e mezza (italian) guarto a (italian)

S %
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COMPASS

bussola (italian)

NORTHWEST

nord ovest (italian)

WEST “

ovest (italian)

SOUTHWEST

sud-ovest (italian)

TRAFFIC LIGHT

semaforo (italian)

Gayther LGBTQIA+ Travel Guides
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AMBER

nord (italian)

NORTH

SOUTH

sud (italian)

rosso (italian)

ambra (italian)

verde (italian)

NORTHEAST

nord-est (italian)

EAST

est (italian)

SOUTHEAST

sud-est (italian)




JI08 INSTRUCTIONS

YES EXCUSE ME
si (italian) scusami (italian)
NO PLEASE
INSTRUCTION
no (italian) per favore (italian) istruzione (italian)
NO, THANK YOU SORRY

no, grazie (italian)

scusa (italian)

All the translated terms are
LITERAL TRANSLATIONS
and are designed to
MAYBE THANK YOU 2

communicate key terms

N o o and phrases.
puo essere (italian) grazie (italian)

ol POINT at the

required term

PRONOUNCE
a term based + ==
on the -Jo

spelling

i ) show and

_________________________________________
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TRAVEL SCAMS TO WATCH OUT
FOR AND AVOID

With the rise in popularity in terms of tourism and economic uncertainty plaguing many
countries, there has been an increase in scams and operations targeting tourists that can
quickly ruin a well-planned trip. To avoid potential problems, we will explore some of those
scams and provide tips on reducing their impact and ways to avoid them altogether. The
list is not exhaustive; you should always carry out your independent research before
travelling.

BUMP AND GRAB

Pickpocketing and bump-and-grab thieves operate
worldwide, often in popular tourist destinations.
Unsuspecting tourists, carrying a range of valuables, from
travel money to expensive cameras, will typically go about
their daily lives, taking in the new sights and experiences,
unaware of what is going on around them. An innocent
bump, accidental spills, or unsolicited helpful advice are all
valuable tools thieves can use as a rouse and ways to
distract their victims. While you are distracted, they or their
associates take your belongings without you even noticing.

Recently, a new variation involving motorbike thieves, known as motochorros in Latin
America, has become frequently used. Two people, one riding the bike and the other
acting as the grabber will drive around stalking victims. Once they have a target in sight,
the grabber will run alongside the victim, swiftly and forcefully grabbing their valuables,
jumping back onto the motorbike and quickly speeding off before the victim can process
what just happened.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF | When travelling overseas, it is advisable to take
photocopies of your passport, leave one at home, and take one with you. When out and
about, take only what you need, leaving large amounts of money back in your temporary
accommodation, ideally within a secure place, such as a safe. You are often required to
show your passport when purchasing goods and services or dealing with officials. Many
will accept a photocopy of your passport, which means you can leave your passport
somewhere safe.

When carrying money and other valuables, make sure necklaces and chains are not easily
accessible and items are not in pockets or places that are easy to get to. Tucking jewellery
under your clothes and using concealed money belts can help reduce your risk of having
items taken.
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FAKE OFFICIALS

You are visiting a stunning landmark, and while walking
down a side street or in a less populated area, you are
approached by someone who looks like a police officer. The
officer informs you that a counterfeit operation is underway
in the local area, and many tourists have been given fake
notes and coins. You are asked to show your wallet, and
while showing all of the local currency you hold, you are
told that you are okay and that they are thankful for your
time. After the incident, you take out your wallet to pay for
something and quickly realise that some of your money is
missing or has been replaced with notes of a lesser value.

Fake officials are not limited to the police; they can also be someone posing as an official
representative working for a famous tourist landmark or monument, a tourist agent
showing you their fake credentials, or a transport employee. These scammers fool people
because they act as someone who could easily be seen as legitimate and ask you to show
or pay for something that may seem plausible. For example, you might be told to see
something specific, you have to pay extra as it is not included in the entrance feeg, or they
are officially collecting money to preserve the landmark.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF | Should you be approached by someone in the street,
especially someone pretending to be a police officer, ask what station they are based from,
as well as to see their unique identifier such as badge. If you are made to feel
uncomfortable, explain that you want to comply but would like to go somewhere less
secluded, stating that you would be happy to visit the police station for the inspection to
be carried out.

The same approach applies when someone is pretending to be an official employee or
agent of a tourist attraction or transport hub and asking you for more money on top of
what you have already paid. You can state that you do not have any cash and will go to
the ticketing office, which might result in them losing interest.

Many of these criminals are often looking for easy targets who will quickly part with their
money, enabling them to move on to the next victim. If you create obstacles or make it
more of a challenge, most will likely lose interest; however, it is always advisable to assess
the situation, such as whether other people are around, whether the area is safe, etc.
Should you feel unsafe, you could try managing the situation, stating that you would
prefer to go somewhere where you can sit down because you have a medical condition
or are in high-risk situations, give in to their demands, and immediately notify the official
police.
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FUN THEN THEFT

You have arrived at your destination and decide to goto a
local bar or access one of the popular dating apps. You look
around, and immediately, someone grabs your attention.
You begin to talk and realise that you are attracted to this
person, and after a while, you both decide that you want
things to become much more intimate. You return to your
temporary accommodation, and things are going well. You
sp